
Study Shows Positive Workplace 
Drug Test Rates Are Increasing

A report from clinical laboratory Quest Diagnostics recently found 
that positive workplace drug testing rates have increased 
significantly since 2015. Positive test rates were higher in each 
industry that was examined, and some types of businesses 
experienced double-digit increases in a single year.

Quest Diagnostics studied over 10 million drug tests from 16 
industries, and detailed their findings according to the year tests 
took place and the substances found. Here’s a summary of some 
notable findings on workplace drug use:

 Some industries had double-digit positive test rate increases 
over the course of the study, including transportation and 
warehousing, finance and insurance, retail trade and 
wholesale trade.

 The retail trade, health care and real estate industries had 
the highest positive test rates in 2017, according to the latest 
available data.

 Positive test rates for marijuana increased by 33 percent 
overall, while rates for cocaine increased by 22 percent.

 Positive tests for cocaine in construction increased 33 
percent more than the general workforce.

Workplace drug use can cost business in lost productivity, 
absenteeism, injuries, legal liability and workers’ compensation 
expenses. Be sure to protect your employees by calling 9094667876 
and requesting our Drug-free Workplace Policy.
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Managing Third-party Risks in Supply 
Chains

Although businesses need to focus on their own risk exposures, 
third-party vendors, business partners and other stakeholders in 
your supply chains can also pose a threat to your operations. Many 
of these parties store information that’s critical to your business, 
such as financial plans, intellectual property and roadmaps. And, if 
any of them are unprepared for a cyber attack, hackers can gain 
access to your data, disrupt your regular operations and expose you 
to additional liabilities.

When establishing or altering a supply chain, businesses need to 
ensure that they address all possible risks:

 Choose your suppliers carefully and conduct regular audits to 
make sure they’re committed to preventing business 
interruptions.

 Confirm that all supply chain stakeholders have proper cyber 
security measures in place to prevent the theft of your data.

 Clearly define your relationships with supply chain members 
in contracts by consulting qualified legal counsel. Your 
contract should specify each party’s liability, insurance 
agreements and indemnity provisions.

 Verify that each organization in your supply chain has 
insurance by requesting to view their official certificate of 
insurance.

 Re-evaluate your supply chain regularly to account for 
changes in market conditions and your operations.

 Create a plan to resume your operations if any of your supply 
chain partners experiences a disruption. 

 Consider using blockchain technology to standardize how 
you and your supply chain partners create, store and protect 
records.

 Contact TPG Insurance Services to identify other risk 
exposures and discuss insurance options that can protect 
your business.


